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L.

What is the present international situstion?
Where do we find the most lmportant contradlc-
tions on international level? What is the pcsi-
tion of the develored countries such as the Fed-
eral Reputlic of Germany, which do not belong
to the superpowers, not to the 'sovereigners' but
belong to the imperialist countries? Do they ful-
fil a poeitive role in uniting apalnst the super-
powers, and what must be the attitude ¢f the pro-
letariat in these countries thereto? These are -
the gquestions engaging the attention of the Marx-
ist-Leninists 1n wvarious countries at present.

Here we are going to 'outline' the standpoint of
our party. Speaking of 'outline' means that we are
trying to answer and shall answer this whole complex
of questions as a whole. Together, there will arise
a serles of importent theoretical questions which
we ceannot yet debate here, concerning above all
the histcry of the communist working-class move-
ment 1n the developed countries, its cdecline,
and the question of the ¢bjective economic devel-
crment durlng the last 50 years, in which the
world-wide national-liberation movements have grown
up, becoming the most conspicious characteristic
in the present world situation.




2. The Importance cf the Analysis of the Concrete
Situation

Every act of a Marxist or a Marxist party 1is
derived from the znalysis of a concrete situation.
What is the international situation, and what 1s
the national situation? Where do we find organ-
ized independent proletarian forces, how strong
is the reaction, which developments are favourable
and which are unfavourable to the proletariat? A
Marxist must always ask himself such questions,
and he must be eager to answer them most thorough-
1y and exactly. The carefulness in these guestions
is ‘an absolut order for every Marxist, for a
mistake in such questions means nothing less than
exposing irresponsibly masses to the reaction,
either envolving masses 1n a premature hopeless
fight or throwing away chances c¢f a victory of
the mass movement and missing a certain moment, but
in any case inflicting a loss to the world pro-
letariat and helping the enemy. With all that,
one must always face the fact that present lmpe-
rialism is the highest developed form of exploit-
ing classes' rule incorporating all the experien-
ces 1in strategy and tactics of former exploliting
classes against the mascses. The leadlng cliques
of imperialism will take advantage of all oppor-
tunities and reserves $to lengthen thelr rule, 1n
particular they will profit by every mistake of
the socialist forces in the world. That is the
root of that intransigence, that power meas-
uring like two wrestlers demanding the extreme
concentration of bcth, of that way of struggle
in which today the international proletarian re-
volutior and the imperialism and social-imperial-
ism are confronted with each other as well world-
wide as onr the small national and regional scorpe,
even though the revolutionary forces are 1n the
better strategic pcsition and revolutlon 1s the
lain trend in the world today.

b. What Is the Concrete International Situation? (k)

The international situation is characterized
by great disorder and turbulance throughout
the world. Countries want independence, na-
tions want liberation and the people want revo-
lution; in thils trend and in thigs intersified
struggle against the two superpowers, the shar-
pening of all fundamental contradictions in the

world 1s particularly manifesting itself at pres-

ent. AL present, a speclel significance is due to
the movement for national independence of all op-
pressed peoples and oppressed nations and of all
countries suffering from the bullying of the su-
perpowers. At present, the international guesgtions
are very much in evidence 1n the struggle for
rrogress, for the social revolution of the pro-
letariat. And in connection with these questions,
the question of the position of a number cf de-
veloped countries 1is also of a special importance
for the social progress in the world. Here we want
to specify once again a8 number of elementary fac-
Ttors proving this.

It 1s 1nternational class-struggle that is
heappening in the world. On the side of progress,
of revolution, there are today definitely the in-
ternational proletariat, the socialist countries,
and the oppressed peoples and oppresced nations,
who are fighting for their liberation, for their
self-determination against colonialism, imperigl-
1sm and racism, and fcr their real political and
economic 1lndependence,

Cn the slde of international reaction, there
are first of all the superpowers as well as some
reactlonary outposts that are loyal and steedy
lackeys of internstional ccunter-revolution, as
for lnstance Israel and South-Africa, the Thieu
clique end the Lon Nol clique and others. As to
the superpowers, it is to be emphasized that So-
viet social-imperialism is displacing U.S. impe-
rialism more znd more from the role of the chief
promoter of international reaction and is taking




it over itself, that today it has become the main
warmonger, the vanguard of political reaction and
is becoming even more, that it expansively thrusts
forward to all directions and establishes c¢lose
relations with all the arrant reactionary forces
in the world.

The fact that such a gignificance 1s due to
the movemernt for national i1ndependence hasgs 1its
root in the historical development. In any case,
today's movement of the oppressed peoples and
opprescsed nations and today's Third World coun-
tries for unity and solidarity plays a great
role in the struggle for progress in the world,
because it is a real chain-link towards emanci-
pation, for the struggle for independence of these
countries from today s hegemonic powers, the two
superpowers,

This trend to national lndependence has today
seized a number of dependent, essentlially like-
wise oppressed, developed industrialized nations.
And this 1s utmost poslitive and by no means nega-
tive in the struggle agalinst the superpowers, be-
cause it restricts their opportunities to black-
mail the peoples and to unchain a world war, and

the Marxist-Leninists must stand up for this unity.

c. To understand this etruvfle between the peo-
ples fighting for freedom and inaependaence
and the superpowers one must pursue the hlstori-
cal movement of the past fifty years, as well the
development of the communist movemrent as the 1n-
ternational development, the libe€ation struggles

of the peoples.

~ For at least fifty years, the movement of the
oppressed peoples and oppressed nations has been
undergoing a rise passing through various twists
and turns but essentially codtinuous and ever 1in-
creasing. The vast majority of the oppressed peo-
ples and oppresced nations achieved 1ts state 1n-
dependence during this period. In several devel-
oplng countries a socialist (respectively a new
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democratic ) revolution took place.

Meanwhile, 1n the relatively high-developed
countries the working-class movement had to suf-
fer without any doubt several heavy defeats of
strategic importance, as for example the defeat
of the German communist movement by the Nazi-
fascism and his underlings, and the degeneration
of the Soviet Union to a iascist, counter-revo-
lutionary power.

As to the communist parties in the devel-
oped countries, 1t 1is, generally spreaking, a
fact that besides the strategic defeats during
the last 20 to 50 years they passed through a
development of shallowing and flattening over
some ups and downs that finally ended in a com-
plete revisionist degeneratior, in the bour-
geolsification of these partlies. This applies
in like manner, even though in various forms
and in mutual influence, as well to the C.P.S.U.
as to the C.P. of Ger eny, Bngland, France,
Italy, etc. Look at the social development: on
the one hand, despite two world wars, heavy eco-
nomic crises and shakings creating in a way re-
volutionary situations in those countries at
different times, there was a development and ex-
pansion of opportunism among the labour leader-
ship not taking advantage of the revolutionary
situations and actually even helping imperialism
to survive; but on the other hand, the revolution
has developed on the side of the oppreeeed peo-
ples and oppressed nations overcoming obstacles
and set-backs, as well the liberation movement
of the nations as directly the social revolution
of the proletariat.

Historically considered, imperialism has sought
the way out of the lneV1table becomilng proleter-
lan revolution in the intensified exploitation
of the oppressed peoples and oppressed nations,
of the Third World. That tecomes evident from
this side, from this contradiction of the histor-
ical development, too. In this we see the funda-
mental meaning of Lenin's thesis of the year 19Y22:
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"But the morrow of world history will be a
day when the awakening peoples opprescsed by
imperialism are finally aroused and the de-
cisive long and hard struggle for their lib-
eration begins." (1)

The split of nations into exploiting and ex-
ploited, into oppressing and oppresced 1is the
basis of the system. Lenin wrote utmost signif-
icant:

"That 1s why the focal pcint 1n the Social-
Democratic programme must be that dilvision
of nations 1into oppressor and oppresced
which forms the essence of 1mper1d11s
and 1s deceltfully evaaea by the Soclal—
chauvinists and Kautsky." (2)

In the exploitation of the oppressed peoples
and oppresced nations, there 1s the root for the
development and relatlve strength of orportunis

The historical movement involved that the prin-
cipal aspect of the development of the proletarian
revolution was resting with the oppressed peoples
and oppressed nations, that the centre shifted
there. The independent workirg-class movement and
the real communist parties were suppressed by im-
perialism and revisionism. They were controlled
by revisionism. The arising of such real move-
ments was prevented ®y murder and terror on the
one hand, by repeated 'buylng', corrupting of the
upper qtratu" and a part of the leaders cf the
working-class on the other. All thils could not
justify giving up the proletarian revoauticn 1n
the developed countries at any tlwe, because on
the other side, the prescure on the lower masses
by this system became more and wmore tormentling;
but as long as the worklng-class movement was
controlled by modern revisionism, as the inde-
pendent working-class movement was conironted
by enormous difficulties, this tendency, the
shifting of revolution t¢ the oppressed peoples
and oppressed natlons, was to be marked more and
more.
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The historical development has manifested it-
self in today's situation: |

The labour aristocratism and opportunism, the
bribery of an upper stratum of the proletariat,
and the privileging of whole peoples as compar-
ed with others are Jjust based on the exploita-
tion and plundering of the Third World. In the
developed countries there exists a system today
that 1s supprecssing the proletarian revolution
at home with brutality as well as the most cun-
ning methods. Proletarian revolutionary parties
within these nations find themselves not only
under massive pressure, they are also contlnuous-—
ly threatened by the danger to succumb to the in-
fluence of opportunism, of bribery, and of phi-
lictine and tourgeols degeneration. Therefore,
real Marxist-Leninist parties 1in these countries
ust fight a hard struggle, must go a complicated
windilng path, must pursue an universally right
policy over various phases, must fight an ex-
tremely consequent struggle, 1f they want to be-
come real proletarian revolubtionary parties of
the masces, 1f they want to carry through the
alm of the socilal revolution of the proletariast.
That must be so because of the whole division
into oppressing and oppressed nations, and that
1s also taught by the experiences, already those
of Tenln concerning the parties 1n the developed
countries as well as the experiences of today's
Marxist-Leninist parties. This situation obliges
the Marxist-Leninist partilies in these countries
to work particularly careful according to the
principles of Marxism-Leninism, to fight partic-
ularly thorough against revisionism, to apply
the above principles particularly thorough.

The temporary suppression of the working-class
movement 1n the developed countries - despilbe the

‘high degree of socialized production, despite the

over-ripeness of 1lmperialism and soclal-imperial-
1sm and despite the many experiences of the wor-
king-class 1n the developed countries because of
thelr history - was Just only another aspect of
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the fact that actually the centre of proletarian
revolution is with the peoples and nations of
the Third World or at least has been there up

to the present for some decades, which has con-
sequences on the world situation up to thlis day.

Lenin forcast this development. In the year
1019, he pointed out 1in another important passage:

"It is becoming quite clear that the social-
ist revolution which i1s impending for the
whole world will not ve merely the wvictory
of the proletariat of each country over 1its
own bourgeoisie. That would be possible 1f
revolutions came easily and swiftly. We know
that the imperialists will not allow this,
that all countries are armed agalnst thelr
domestic Bolshevilism and that thelr one
thought is how to defeat Bolshevism at home.
That is why in every country a civil war 1s
brewing in which the old soclalist compro-
misers are enlisted on the side of the pour-
geoisie. Hence, the socialist revolutlon
will not be solely, or chierly, a struggle
of the revolutionary proletarians in each
country against their bourgeoisie - no, 1%
will be a struggle of all the imperialist-
oppressea colonies and countries, of all
dependent countries, against international
imperialism." (3)

These historical explanations, of course, do
not mean at all that one may disregard the lmpor-
tance of the working-class movement 1n the devel-
oped countries. At present, the working-class
movement is undergoing a big rise, and the aevel-
opment of the prolstarizn revolutionary movement
in the developed countries is of declislive 1mpor-
tance for the progress of revolution all over the
world, and "it 1s self-evident that final victory
can be won only by the proletariat of all the ad-
vanced ccuntries of the world". (&) The proletar-
ian revolution and the Thira World liberation
movements are representing the two great revolu-
tlonary tides of our epuca.
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The historlical movement, which opposed a vasgt
number of oppressed and exploited peoples and na-
tions, where today nearly three guarters of tne
whole mankind are living, 50 a hanaful of exploit-
ing imperialist countries, has made clear diffe-
rences and new contradictions occur within the de-
veloped natlons themselves. During the decades-
lasting contest for hegemony, during the contest
for which i1mperialist plunderers may exploilt the
foreign countries, semi-colonies and colonies at

-the most, a number of imperialist-capitalist coun-

tries have become themselvegs a subject of hege-
monism and of oppression and exploitation by other
lmperilialist great powers. And above all, the de-
cisions of the two world wars played a great role.
The system of oppression of the former colonies
and semi-colonies has ultimately turned themselves
1nto dependent and oppressed nations, too.

During this development, one state passed
through an enorwmous rise within imperialism, that
ls the U.S.A., which gained immense profits fro
the two world wars and had the best economic con-
ditions at home for building up the biggest mono-
poly capltalism. It obtained vast influence in
Burope, in Latin-America, Asia, Africa and Oceania
and eventually plundered two thirds of the world.
Others, as for instance Great Britain, were on the
very decline since World War I. The British Empire
largely fell into ruin. Others passed through an
exceedlngly changing history, as for example Ger-
many, who herself was at times extremely sup-
pressed, but on the other hand became herself
temporarily the bulwark of fascism, of enslaving
other peoples, the chief promoter of international
reaction, France, England, Italy, Japan and Ger-
many (respectively West Germany) are countries
which in the past took part in the imperialist
competition, temporarily in leading positions,
but today have fallen themselves partly into de-
pendence. |

Final}y? Sovlet soclal-imperialism originated
from revisionist degeneration of socialism in the
coviet Union, by the ccunter-revolutionary over-
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throw of the socialist society in the Soviet Union
in the mid-fifties by the Soviet revisionists and
the following restoration of capitalism and de-

- velopment towards social-imperiallsm reproducing
the 0ld tegarism in a new form as soclal-fascilsm
and presenting 1tself a btourgeoilis dictatorshilip 1n
the line of the Hitler dictatorshilp. |

And in this development, there 1s the histor-
jical necessity. For, which imperialists can today
still take part in the contest for hegemony en-
tirely? It is exclusively the two superpowers com-
ing into question for that according to their eco-
nomic, military and political potential. The enmer-
gence of such 'superpowers' among the imperialists
became necescary for maintaining the sgsystem of im-
perialism against the rising liberstion movement
of the Third World. In thils way the system with
the two hegemonlc powers has emerged 1in the past
20 to 50 years.

The thrusts of imperialism against the oppressed

peoples and oppressed nations, the further devel-
opment of imperialism together with the two im-
perialist world wars and increasing exploitation
and oprression of, and threat to, the whole world
by today's system of the two superpowers have pro-
duced their antithesis. The cppressed nations and
oppressed peoples offer an ever 1ncreasing resis-

tance as well each one as united to the two hege-
monic powers.

These short historical considerations illustrate

the significance of the revolutionary movement of
the oppressed peoples and oppressed nations and
defline a certain relation of the working-class
movement 1n the developed countries and this re-
voluticnary movement. The great trend befalling
us today - countriles want independence, nations
want liberatior and the peorle want revolution -
ig emerging from the movement of the Third Woxld
and decisively supported by it. The movement of
f{he Third World and the tendency 1n the world con-
nected with 1it, the general upheaval, 1s the most
outstanding manifestation of proletarian revolu-
tion &at present.
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d. According to the European countries (exclud-
ing the Soviet Union) the following can be
said: just as Japan, Canada, Australia, Oceania,
they do not have the same position as the super-
powers or a similar. This is self-evident consi--
dering their present position. None of these coun-
tries possesses such a military or economic
potential as the two superpowers, None of these
countries carries on an interference and control
comparable to the two superpowers within dozen of
countries and on the oceans. On the contrary, most
of these countries are bullied themselves by the
superpowers to considerable extent. Several of
these countries are themselves occupied or kept
like a colony, such as the countrilies within the
Soviet revisionist sphere of influence; others
are kept in dependence by export of capital and
other means of economic infiltration.

The Federal Republic of Germany, too, does not
fill a p081t10n equlvalent to the superpowers, nor
it is a 'sheer lackey' of the superpowers. One must
deal with the Federal Republic differentiating it,
too. The Federal Republic ultimately belongs - de-
spite 1Ts relative strength as compared with the
other countries and its relative close ties to

the superpowers, and although the German ques-
tion 1s very closely bound up with the rule of

the superpowers, which split Germany - still to
the group of countrles 1n between the superpowers
and the Third World and is threatened itself to a
particular extent, too. The Federal Republic bor-
ders 1itself upon the power sphere of the Soviet

‘revisionists and has a great strategic signifi-

cance, The Joviet Union particularly pursues ex-
pansively to get the Western Europen countries
under 1ts control. The Federal Republic is a con-
stituent state of a nation, in whose other con-
stituent state the Soviet socilal-imperialists
have concentrated a threatening military force.

The argument that the European Community with
a West German hegemonic power could become a gec-
ond or a third superpower does not hold either.
On the one hand, beczsuse presently it is at best
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a matter of a tendency. On the other hand, the
sphere of the Buropean Communlty and the kastern
BEuropean Comecon-countries excluding the Soviet
Union hitherto belongs to the sphere of influence
of the superpowers, and the tendency of beiling
oppressed by them even increases, by the super-

powers' trying to split the European group of
countries, by intensifying their infiltration and

control and pressure, by trying to coalesce with
ost reactionary forces within these countries,

by trying to paralyse the resistance agalnst them-
selves and to suppress the advanced masses, first
of all the working-class.

Hence, these countries altogether have a po-
sition in between the Third World countries and
the superpowers. So far as they oppose the tyran-
ny of the superpowers, so far as they unite for
mutual defence, the Marxists-Leninists through-
out the world must support this, but so far as
they take part in the oppr9351on of other coun-
tries tkhemselves and link with the superpowers,
the Marxist-Leninists must fight against this,
The proletariat is interested in the widest pos-
csible unity of all countries against the super-
powers, which today are the very powers striving
for imperialist world hegemony and threatenlng

world peace.

In this way, the attitude of the Marxist-
leninist parties can be derived quite elemen-
tally. But we want to enter more profounaly into
the matter, because this matter must, of course,
be complicated, and because it 1is a question for
a Marxist-ILeninist to think over exactly, to sup-
port the aspirations for national 1independence
of countries which are ty nature themselves 1im-
perialist countries or have at least essential
attributes of an imperialist country.
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During the last years a trend appeared through-
out the world - countries want independence, na-
tlons want liberation and the people want revolu-
tlon. And doubtlessly, this trend has seized this
zone too, that consists of a number of capitalist
and imperialist countries situated between the
two superpowers on the one hand, and the peoples
of the Third World and the socialist countries
on the other. This trend in a way threw a connec-
tlon between the national-~liberation struggle of
the Third World and the endeavours of these coun-
tries to national independence. A number of mag-
nificent liberation wars of the oppressed peoples
and oppressed nations atrter World War II produced
a world-wilde avalanche of the struggle for nation-
al independence. In recent history, the liberation
wars of the three pecples in Indochina gave an ex-
ample to all peoples of the world. The glorlous
victory of the Vietnamese people over U.S. impe-
rialism must strengthen an avalanche of the strug-
gle for national Jndependence of the peoples, but
also of a number of governments. National indepen-
dence produces progress, a flourishing of culture.
National independence, joint resistance of ump-
teen countries of the Third World against the su-
perpowers, which constitute the rear forces of
reaction on the international scale, that is in
reality the actual guarantee for peace and re-
stricts necessarily the possibilities of the su-

perpowers of unchaining a world war. And national

independence will undoubtlessly produce better
democratic conditions for the masses, for the
proletariat, at least in the vast majority of
all cases. Every real Marxist-ILeninist in the
world had and has to understand this movement
and to support it as a great progressive power.
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But how about the development of such relative-
ly strong imperialist countries as the Federal Re-
public, England and ¥France, to which this trend
has spread already for some time, which partly,
as France, for a long time have been playing a
positive role 1n many international questions,
in the struggle against the superpowers? However,
Great Britain and the Federal Republic recently
have also shown conslderable resistance against
one or the two superpowers.

Hence, some questions &arise: What 1s the atti-
tude of the proletariat to such a movement in
suchk an imperialist country?

There was for instance a controversy on the
occesion of the Breshnev-visit 1n West Germany
in the early summer of this year (1975 - tne
translator) with the 'KPD', 'Roter Morgen' and
other parties and organizations. There are also
a number of wrong opinions among the Marxist-

-

such as putting the contention between the West-
ern imperialists and the Sovliet revisionism for
their influence in Bastern Europe as an absolug
fact i1nto the foreground, buli leaving out that
fact or putting i1t into the backgrounda that the
efforts of Soviet revisionism are directed towards

the oppressed peoples.and oppressed nations, towards
the movement of nearly all countries, and that 1nclud-

ing the Eurcpean countries and including the Fede-

ral Republic too, for disengagement from the super-

powers. Or for example that opinlon to deny sys-

tematically the danger of an imperialist aggression

or exertion of influence in Furope, and that in-
cluding the F.R.G., by threat and plackmall on the
part of the Soviet Union. This 1s as more 1lmpor-

tant as Soviet revisionist social-imperialism aimed

and ur to the present aims at achieving a break-
through in Rurope and getting the whole Burope

as far as possible uncer its control as a chain-
link of its ambitions of world domination. Our par-
ty is concerred to fight against these endeavours
of the soclal-imperiallsts and agalinst the endea-
vours to link with it, to take a stand in the 1n-
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ternational controversy and to support the strug-
gle for independence. The international revolu-
tlonaxry proletariaf must enter the lists and
struggle against the dangercus, agpressive aspi-
rations of Soviet revisionist social-imperialism.

Fighting against the imperialist at home, its
machinations and manoeuvries against the oppressed
peoples and oppressed nations and the soclialist
countries is always an important task for the
Marxist-Leninists in an imperialist country.

Only the proletariat, together with the broad
masses who oppose the labour aristocratism and
the brivery are a real firm and durable ally of
the peoples and nations oppressed by 1mperialism
in their struggle for i1ndependence. Only the pro-
letariat that strives for complete abolitior of
the property-relations of imperialism and for re-
placing them by communism, or before by communism
in its first phase - the socialism, can be a real,
durable ally of the peoples and nations oppressed
by 1mperialism, for the property-relations within
imperialism are universally connected with the
exploitation of foreign countries. Generally,
lmperialism meansg the change of all propertied
classes to the side of reaction, of imperialism,
including the middle-~bourgeois and the most psart
of the petty-btourgeois forces which all are prof-
1ting by the exploitation of foreign countries
and thus are likewise tending to Jjustify or pal-

liate the oppression of foreign countries in this
or that degree,

Conversely, the proletariat can only pursue its
revolutionary alms in the closest alliance with
the oppressed peoples and oppressed nations. For,
which forces can the revolutionary proletariat
rely on, under the conditions that imperialism
1s suppressing the proletariat and splitting it
by means of the profits drawn away Ifrom the op-
pressed nations, creating strata held up by, and
humble to, itself, promoting and wakening oppor-
tunism everywhere.
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"The revolutlonary movement 1n the advanced
countries would in fasct be nothlng but a
sheer fraud if, in thelir struggle against
capital, the Workers of Burope and America
were not closely and completely united with
the hundreds upon hundreds of millions of
'colonial' slaves, wWho are oppressed LYy
that capital." (5)

Lenin wrote so in 1920. And this applies to this
day to an immense extent, after opportunism has
dominated the scene in many of the developed coun-
tries over cdecades, after the struggle between
the oppresced peoples and opprescsed nations on
the one hand, and imperialism respectively social-
imperialism on the other, has sharpened enormous-
ly, after the political movement of the oppressed
peoples and oppressed nations has reached a high
level but with an exploitation still more in-
creasing at the same time., All this has to be be-
vyond dispute for a Marxist-Leninist. For the Marx-
ist-Leninists in Germany, among other things, it
will be the point to unite with the struggle of
the oppressed peoples and oppressed natlons of
Fastern REurope, who are more or less completely
suppressed and brutally exploited by Soviet social-
imperialism, but whom West German 1mperiallsm
tries to exploit as well, partly under the pre-
dominance of the Soviet social-imperialists thus
being also economically useful to 1it, partly seek-
ing political control there 1tself.

The question that matters here apove all 1is
the attitude of the Marxist-=Leninists to the move-
ment of their own 1lmperialist countries in the
struggle for their own national 1ndependence
against the superrowers, 1n particular against
Soviet social-imperialism, which is itself me-
nacing these countries, and how to estimate these
countries 1n the international arena.

This question 1is deriving from today's compli-
cated international situation that differs con-
sliderably from the former situation of imperial-
ism existing in Lenin's times, when he elaborated
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the. fundamental analysis of imperialism. Today's
imperialism has yet become more manifolded and -
ore differentiated although its characteristics
have remained the same.

At the time of Lenin's well-known analysis of
imperialism, "Imperialism, the Highest Stage of
Caplitalism" from 1916, there were a number of
more or less 'equal' 1mperialist states, the pol-
icy of which consisted 1in competitlon for hege-
mony, in a contest for the repartition of the
world, first of all the colonlies and the semi-
colonles. Thils competition had already reached
the stage of a war - World War I. This war was
mainly waged for the repartition of foreign ter-
ritories, not precedently for the subjugation of
one of the imperialist countries.

Today, we are confronted first of all with
the system of the two superpowers, which are op-
posite to the socialist countries and the Third
World. A number of capitalist-imperialist states
formerly belonging to the leading states have
themselves, up to a certain grade, fallen
into dependence upon the superpowers and tecome
a subject of their hegemonic politics. And this
1S raising new questions.

And these questions must necessarily be com-
plicated. Within the international system, these
states are quite definitely countries of capital-
ism and imperialism. They show the most funda-
mental economic characteristic of lmperialism,
that 1s the monopoly, the monopoly capitalism.
Another definifte characteristic of imperialism
in these countries 1s the participation in ex-
ploitation of foreign nations, first of all the
Third World nations, and resulting from this,
also the corruptirg and bribing of a part of the
working-class which is held up by a part of the
superprofits or lifted up to a higher, petty-
bourgeois standard of living. During the last
years, 1t was a tendency that this labour aris-
tocratism in a number of European countries has
been raised up to an even higher level by the
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massive import of millions of foreign workers
from Northern Africa and the 'marginal zones'
of Europe. Thus, the workers in the Huropean
countries were considerably relieved Ifrom the
heavy and dirty work to some extent.

By their nature, these countries must be an-
xious bto take part in the repartition of the world
besides the superpowers, of course even today,
to exprand their imperialist spheres of influence
just the same way as tThey did formerly. On the
other hand, thesce countries must offer resistance
agalnst the tutelage and the subjugation by the
superpowers. And within these endeavours, the
bourgeoisis or a part of 1t will show readiness
to unite 1n a wey with the oppressed peoples and
oppressed nations. Thus, the foreign political
endeavours of these countries in a way have two
sspects whlich are dirferent in theilr essence.

The economy and the relations concerning home
affairs of these countries must also be influenced
by thelr international poslition based on the his-~
torical development of l1lmperialism in the last
50 years. The monopolies of U.S. lmperialism dom-
inate quilite unequivocally within international
monopoly capitalism. They carry on export of cap-
1ital on a very large scale, and that in recent
years especially to Western Europe and Japan,
and agailnr especlally 1nto the PFPederal Republic
of Germany. Sovief{ revisionism, too, carries on
political and economic subversion and infiltra-
tion and tries for instance to make the F.R.G.
dependent on 1ts raw material ressources to an
increasing extent.

On the other hand, the economlc connectlion
of these countries w1th the developing countries
will have begides the negative aspects also pos-
1tive ones, as for instance, 1if this economic
- connection such ag the participation in big pro-
jects 1s of use with regard to the safeguarding

of 1ndependence, that must mainly be directed at
the superpowers.

2L

Recently., the oill-exporting countrlies, which
are mainly Third World countries, for 1nstance
are uniting ever stronger and thus are able (o
exercise influence on the countries of Europe.

These examples, anyway, show that the interna-
tional position can influence the economy of these
countries, too; hence it must be conceded that cer-
taln aspects of imperialism must be modified, di-
inished or increased, which precisely to be ana-
lysed 1is still a task for the Marxist+~Leninlsts.

In any case, it 1s clear that the superpowers,
which exert subversion, infiltration and threat
within these countries, everywhere allying with
the most reactionary forces, must strengthen stag-
nation, decay and reaction in these countries,
while the endeavours of these countries to unite
closer with the Third World in econromic and po-
litical respect must generally promote the very

opposite aspects, such as relatively extensive
democracy.

However, let us return to the contradictionary

- political position of these countries. The ques-

tion arises, what the attitude of the Marxist-
Leninists within such countries towards tThe en-
deavours to unite and to offer resistance against
the superpowers 1s like.

How and only how can a Marxist go about the
question of this movement of the European coun-
tries for unity and for defence of sovereignty:
he must proceed from the question - which policy
is the correct one from the standpoint of the
ilnternational proletariat? Which one serves the
international proletariat most of all? And to
answer this question he must proceed from the
concrete existirg situation as we have just de-
scribed it.

The above characterized situation 1s distin-
guished just by a world-wide trend of striving for
national independence in which the peoples and na-
tions have united. In this connection, it is clear
that the concentration of the widest possible
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unity agailnst the superpowers is of utmost im-
portance, tnat the superpowers will get most
1solated by it while the 1nternational prole-
tarian revolution will advance an important
step, and that presently a particular impor-
tance is due to the BEuropean countries, because
Soviet soclal-~imperialism must try to make a
breach into the international front, must try
to split asunder the FRuropean countrles, wea-
kening the single countries as well as playing
off the countries against each other.

Moreover, the conflicts 1n Burope are to be
regarded on the basis of the conflicts between
the Third World countries and the superpowers.
Soviet soclal-imperialism will Just try to get
the BEuropean countries under its control, to
pull them on 1ts side s0 as to exert a assive-
pressure on the Third World countries as well,
to achieve a most uniform block of reaction
against the oppressed peoples and oppressed
nations. It is 1n the nature of things - or of
the social-imperialism that by all this, it
asplres after world hegemony itself and thus
must fall into an acute contradiction as well
o the other European states as to the other
superpower, the U.S. lmperialism. And without
any doubt, 1t is Jjust these intentions which
the Marxist-ILeninists must rise against. These
intentions govern the policy of the Soviet re-
visionists, governed for instance RBreshnev's
'travelling wave' in summer this year (1973 -
the translator). That Breshnev had no success
with 1t, but met with refusal more or less ev-
erywhere 1s one thing, essentially a reflection
of the fact how far the movement for national
independence has already grown. A Marxist-ILenin-
1st, however, who is not mainly fighting against
this attempt, but directs his chief attention
to the fight apainst the European Community, the
assoclations of the Buropean states and the ad-
vancing of West German imperialism in such a mo-
ment, who mainly reproaches Soviet revisionis
Wlth letling West German imperialism zdvance 500
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far, in a moment when Soviet revisionism 1s me-
nacing Europe including the Federal Republic of
Germany, that one hopelessly falls behind the
situation and at the bottom still ciings to a
past development.

The accentuation of the Third World and the
movement for national independence - and 1t 1s
necessary here to emphasize this once again -
can in no case mean the renunciation of an
independent proletarian revolutionary policy

and the building up of an independent prole-
tarian revolutionary party. On the one hand,
only for that reason that the rivalry of the
superpowers must contribute to the 1ntensifica-
tion of all contradictions in ERurope. The su-
perpowers pounce upon these countries with theilr
high-developed industrial potential to subordi-
nate it to their disposal. It 1is quite lmagina-
ble that on ground of the intensified contra-
dictions between imperialism and soclal-imperial-
ism and the superpowers' frenzied attempt to
undermine these countries and to get them under
their control, European countries belong to the
next chain-links where socialism will have a
break-through. Just because of that, the pro-
letariat must get prepared, the communlsts nus G
multiply their efforts and overcoming all difri-
culties create definitely consolidated prole-
tarian parties agalnst opporftunlism anhd revision-
ism. - On the other hand, the economlic conditions
in these monopoly capitalist countries, the con-
tradiction between the relations of production
and the productive forces in a way always put
the social revolution of the proletariat 1n these
countries on the order of the day. Hngels al-
ready wrote:

"Tn the trusts, freedom of competition
changes into its very opposlite -~ 1nto
monopoly; and the production without any
definite plan of capitalist socliety capit-
nlates to the production upon a definite
plan of the invading soclialist society.
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Certalnly this 1is so far still to the ben-
efit and advantage of tae capitalists.

But ia this case the exploitation is so
palpable that 16 must break down. NoO na-
tion will put up with production conduct-
ed by trusts, with so bare-faced an ex-
ploitation of the comnunlfy by a suall
band of divident-mongers." (6)

Only the shifting of a big part of the ex-
ploitation on to the oppressed peoples and op-
pressed nations, the creation of a bribed la-
bour aristocracy, and the undermining, destroy-
ing and absorbing of the labour leaders by op-
portunism and social-imperialism could check the
inevitable becoming proletarian revolution. The
relations under 1mperialism have been uphold, s=o
to speak, artificially. Bvery 1ndependent workirg-
class movement, however, that cannot be bribed,
that preserves 1ts 1ndependence, that strictly
adheres (o the proletarian leninist line, that
relies on the international revolutionary pro-
letariat, the broad lower masses and the close
alliance with the opprescsed peoples and oppressed
nations, that 1s leadlng the masses to revolution
corresponding to the real conditions, to the al-
ready existing high socializatioa of production,
is antagonistic Lo monopoly capltalism. The con-
1-J:n-.adlctziuar.ts to the whole imperialist bourgeoisie
must always be extremely acute. International
lmperialism witih 1ts two chief representatives,
the two superpowers, remains the enemy of the
working-class. The whole political situation
demands that tThe Marxist-Leninists 1ir those
countries strictly adhere to the aim of pro-
letarian revolution and win the worklng—class
for it.

The real communists must, nevertheless, defend
the national 1ndependence of those countries

and thelr union against the superpowers, must
back them against tyranny and blackmail by
the superpowers and 1n particular combat in-

transigently tae social-imperialism, for that

28

ig in the interest of the internatlional prole-
tariat and is a Jjust cause. At times, they even
have to fight for the solidarity of these countries
and nations against an aggression from outside
by one or the two superpowers and thelr slavisan
collaborators and quislings, for the superpowers
try to infiltrate these countries, To pene-
trate as well +the bourgeolsie as the wor-
king-class movement and all progressive forces,
and to paralyse these countries from within. A®G
present, this applies first of all to Soviet re-
visionism, which must attempt Lo oust U.S. 1lmpe-
rialism and to split the Ruropean countries among
one another and to force them under 1ts 1nfluence.
Basically, the infiltration is the other side. of
its attempts to push these countries 1nto the role
of a lackey by pressure, courting, blackmail, mil-
itary encircling, and overt armed intervention.

In case of an aggression or occupation by the su-
pergovers, currently by the social-imperialism

in particular, the communlists must unite with all
forces who defend the national interests and strug-
gle agalinst the aggrescsors. BEvery capitulation to
the superpowers and every collaboration with them
against the Third World peoplegs must be fought
agalnst. The real ommunlcts must resolutely stand

-.-._u.n_.,.rp.-—'— -

poxt cf these countries with the peoples and na-
tione of the Third World, muset intransigently
fight agalnst every aggresslion or particlipation
in an aggrejslon, in particular every irntrigue
and sggression against socialist China, above
all a surprise attack by the soclal-] per181181
against China. They must stand up for the broad-
est possible colidarity of all countries bullied
by the superpovers, support the broadest possi-
ble united front and encounter to the danger cf
an imperialist world war as fer as possible.




because the exploitation has shifted in particu-

lar towards the oppressed peoples and oppressed
natlions.

III. Inwardly, relative to the Marxist-Leninist
| movement, the revisionlism is manifesting 1itself

just 1n avoliding the thorough 1deological strug-
gle, in shallowling the Marxism-Lenirism, 1in deny-

The sharpening in the questions of interna- - ing the proletarian revolution. The Soviet revi-
tional situation makes the significance of the slonlsm baslcally asplres an "unprincipled unity
strugpgle of the oppressed peoples and oppressed of the soclalists”, in whilch the criticlsm of
nations as well as the modern revisionlism 1n 1tS | Soviet revisionlism, of 1ts crimes Jjﬁ‘tabOO,
historical role appear even more evidently. that basically aimes at disintegration and

bribery of all honest forces who want to sup-

port the oppressed peoples and oppressed nations
in their struggle.

To seize the escence of the present situation
it 1s neccesary to selze the essence of modern

revisionism, especially of Soviet revisionism. o8 o | |

It is just the political reaction of Soviet re- - The Sovlet revisionlsm tries 0 camoullage
visionism that is not clear to many socialists | itself by the tradition of the former socialist
in the developed countries. _ Ssovliet Union. However, one must realize the po-

litical essence of Soviet revisionism, as a coun-—
try officially standing on the basis of Leninism,
but actling coantrarily in deeds and accepting the

-

ldeological controversy in no way, representing
a completely hypocritical, blackmailing social-

o

Socidl-imperieliex means, as Lenin said,
"gocialism 1n wordg, 1lmperlaliem 1in deeds". In
this way 1ts essence can be put into a formula.
Today, the 1mperialist character of the Sovieg
Union i1s quite evident 1n a multitude of crimes

n o8 2 ] . . 3 lmperialismn.
agains e oppressed peoples and oppressed na- - C

= - : h a revisionism that overthrew an already
tions, against the HRastern Buropean countries  suct . T Sl e
R AT il R
;ﬁ iapoiiizrigrttieiﬁeagglgc;cgﬁaiiet%ag ES - pects 1t&s hypocriey to be accepted as socialism,
but 11 a way even has outflanKed 1t. The Seélet must in fact be a barparic, fascist reaction.
revisionien is exerting s massive threat to tha
Eurepeen countrlee today. Bug nevertheless, naty hand precisely carries out the contrary and tram-
ﬁoc?allﬁts do ngt seeftﬁﬁe gha;agter oL are ﬁtlll ples upon Lenin's doctrine, must be dominated by a

oping for a return o e Soviet revisionists . g L ' - oo
Co eecialiem or are trotting behind the situation E?ﬁzariﬁétuﬁiéﬁlgzglzvgipociig%iéiﬁfsgisﬁaiiigm_
denying or extenuat.ing tae ro}e of_to@ey'e Soviet Leniﬁiem. every real exa?iﬁation onDthe basis of
Union as a chief promoter of imperialist reaction 2 ft’ ; fy th T hesinnine ~
which contends with the U.S.A. for world hegemony. tts criterla ioom © Vely LEBARRLHS.

| L . .. . . Formerly, the Soviet Unlon was a connecting-
.%Q.SO doing, the Soviet revisionism is just link between the oppressed peoples and oppressed

puilding on opportunlsm, on the privileges of nations in the Bast and the proletarian revolu-
whole peoples and natlons, Dby Whl9h also a part tion in the West. It was a fundamental principle
of the socilallsts in these countries was deceived, X P

of the Soviet Unlon that she gave the complete
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state equality to the peoples and nations former-
ly oppressed by the tsar and aimed at the devel-
opment and advancement of these countries econom-
ically as well. But with the establishment of
revisionism the old tsarist prison for all na-
tiohalitlies was re-established, too.

A support for the Soviet revisionlism 1s the
opportunism, or rather the exploitation of for-
elgn countries by a handful of rich nations,
from where imperialism gains superprofits into
the bargain, by which i1t can bripe the upper
stratum of the working-class, by means of which
1t 1is able to relieve +the peoples of these
rich countries from the dirty and heavy work.
The tendencies connected with it of a part of
the working-class t0 become philistine and
petty-bourgeois were and are still some pro-
tectlion from the rise of a genuine Marxist-Lenin-
1st movement, from the fight for a genuine ideo-
logical struggle, which would completely pull
down the mask of Soviet revisionism.

What causes opportunlsm on the one hand must
cause the intensification of internstional class-
struggle on the other. The modern revislionlism
has its root in the masscive, extensive exploita-
tilon of the Third World countries. And Jjust from
this side it must &t mcst unmask itself. The so-
cial-imperisliesm of the Soviet revisionists must
overtly clash with the oppressed peoples ana op-
pressed nations. Such a power as the social-im-
perialism of the Soviet revisionists must utmost

fear every genuine movement, every movement of the

oppressed peoples and oppressed nations for inde-
pendence and every genulne communist movement.

The Soviet revisionism has today become a
vanguard of political reaction in the world.
That 1s what the Marxist-Leninists must under-
stand.

Since decades, the modern revisionism, overtly
appearing and come 1nto power since Khrushchov,
has been opposing the genuine communist movement,
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fighting every genuine practising of Merxism-Lenin-
ism. The modern revisionists have plotted and 1n-
trigued against the Marxist-Leninist movement 1n
the world, they have promoted the opportunism,
fought against the independent struggle of the
proletariat, denied the necessity of the armed
revolutionary insurrection. They have opposed ev-
ery genuine creative policy of the proletariat, in
particular the possibility to make use of contra-
dictions within the bourgeoisie for the purpose
of the revolutionary proletariat.

At present, 1n a time when Soviet revisionlsm,
too, begins tottering, when it frantically in-
tends aggressions, it will try to get a most pcs-—
sible united reaction or, 1f possible, to hush up
the contradictions within reaction, its own 1iso-
lation and weskness. The Marxist-ILeninists, how-
ever, must in no way allow themselves belng hood-
winked or confused by this. The Marxist-Leninists
must firmly unite with the movement of the op-
pressed peoples and oppressed nations, must in
the right way support all forces that are on the
side of national-liberation movement and thus, in
the final analysis, on the side of proletarian
revolution.
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pert to the Tenth National Congress of the
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Tasks".
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CORRECTION

P.7, line 6: For "'sovereigners’ " read " overlords’ "

P.16, line 6: For "presenting” read "representing”

P.17, line 1: For "According to™ read "Concerning”

P.21, line 3 from bottom should read: "...strata
kept up by, and submissive to, itself...”

P.32, line 3 from bottom: For "Since”™ read "For”
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